
  
 
 
 
PRESIDENT‟S PRATTLE 

 

Nice to see a bit of warm weather which always 

makes the decision to participate in outdoor activities 

a little easier. 

 

Whilst not a shutterbug I gatecrashed the Photography 

Group excursion to the Thirlmere Rail Museum and 

had a really enjoyable day.  Our photographers are a 

creative lot and it will be interesting to see the 

outcome of their endeavours. 

 

Last month‟s Bowls day was played in pleasant 

conditions with some keen competition, but some of 

the ladies and some of the men just cannot take it 

seriously with far too much frivolity. 

 

I am looking forward to our next trip (Joadja) and 

obviously a lot of other members are also, as Peter 

informed me, that there are well over 60  members 

participating. 

 

I am sure we will have a great day 

 

Phil 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER at September Meeting 

Terri Mattison-Davis from Trade Travel spoke about 

some of the tours that are available to us within 

Australia and Overseas. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER at October Meeting 

Leonie Knapman, author of several books on Joadja. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write „Apology‟ for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

PRESIDENT Phil Humphreys  96034819 

V. PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O‟Loughlin 46212090 

EX-OFFICIO Jeanette Jackson  46479986 

TOURS  Peter O‟Loughlin  46212090 

CALENDAR Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

  Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Janice McCurrie  46571536 

HOSPITALITY Margaret Smith 

 

 

INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group, Theatre Group 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson  46479986 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Music  Jim Burke  96936196 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

NEWSLETTERS  

Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email 

(fogartyb@bigpond.com 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

HAPPY 21
ST

 BIRTHDAY TO Bob Bee, Carolyn 

Cahill, Maureen Davies, Pam Harris, Paul Hay, 

Linda Lord, Sheila McAtamney, Glenda Rogers, 

Frances Selway, Bob Warner 
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WELFARE:  

 Dorothy Fogarty for Sheila McAtamney 

 
Brian Ball:  I spoke to Brian‟s daughter, Karen, and 

she advised that her dad had his final chemo on 

Tuesday and on Wednesday he had the implanting of 

his good stem cells.  He is walking around and is 

going well and hopes to participate in Probus soon. 

Margaret Parratt is to have her operation on 13 

October for her torn rotor cuff.  Our best wishes, 

Margaret, for a successful operation.    

Lucy Gatt:  Lucy is hoping, when she sees the doctor 

in a couple of weeks, that she will be able to get rid of 

the wheelchair.  She assured me she won‟t be 

climbing any more ladders! We wish you well, Lucy.   

Jan Taylor: “I wanted to share my story to raise 

awareness for anyone with a one sided hearing loss 

and tinnitus to be tested for an Acoustic Neuroma, 

also called a Vestibular Schwannoma. 

 

After having a bad fall in 2007 clearly something was 

wrong.  Three days after the fall, while using the 

phone, it was apparent I had some hearing loss in the 

right ear.  My GP referred me to an ENT specialist 

who followed through with an MRI which showed a 

10mm Acoustic Neuroma about 5 years old when 

diagnosed.  An Audiologist confirmed the acoustic 

nerve had been damaged which is irreversible.  A 

Neurosurgeon suggested periodical MRI‟s to monitor 

the growth for 2 years.  Unfortunately the tumour 

continued to grow another 6mm totalling 16mm. 

 

A year ago I joined (A.N.A.A.) Acoustic Neuroma 

Association of Australasia Support Group.  It has 

been very beneficial.  I found some members had 

surgery, their‟s were life threatening and others had 

success with radiation.  I have just finished 6 weeks at 

R.P.A.H. with their new “Radiosurgery” machine 

(Novalis).  I am very positive that I will have good 

results in 6 months.”   What is an Acoustic Neuroma 

see page 5 

 

 

PROFILE – JOHN (JACK) WATSON WHITE 

 

I was born at Nurse Fay‟s Private Hospital in Belmore 

on 11 September 1920 and 

attended Harcourt Infants 

School in Belmore, 

Bankstown Public School and 

Cleveland Street High School 

 

I lived through the Great 

Depression and still have 

vivid memories of how 

families suffered through that 

period.  Through my father‟s contacts, I was able to 

obtain employment at Robert Reid Ltd, a warehouse 

in York Street, Sydney, at the age of fourteen on a 

wage of ten shillings for a forty-eight hour week, 

unpaid overtime (which was frequent) and two and 

sixpence tea money. 

 

I joined the army on 1 June 1941 and marched into 

Liverpool Army Camp.  I served in various facilities 

in NSW, Victoria and Queensland and was promoted 

through various ranks, being commissioned as 

Lieutenant on 13 January 1943.  Whilst in service in 

Bougainville, I was promoted in 1945 to the rank of 

Captain and marched out on 8 July 1946 after service 

of five years one week. 

 

As a result of my army experience in logistics, in 

November 1948 I was offered a position in the supply 

Department of Australian Paper Manufacturers at the 

Botany Mill.  After completing a management 

training programme at Sydney Technical College to 

Advanced Management Level, following several 

changes in position, I then became the Head of 

Logistics for New South Wales in 1961.  In 1964 I 

attended the Advanced Management Course of the 

Australian Administrative Staff College at Mt. Eliza, 

a ten week live-in intense period of management 

training. 

 

In 1971 I spent fifty-six days of travel around the 

world visiting operations associated with the pulp and 

paper industry.  Travel included USA, Canada, 

Britain, Italy, Germany, Holland, Denmark, Sweden 

through Moscow to Japan, to Hong Kong then home. 

 

In November 1973, for a number of reasons, I took 

early retirement and became General Manager of a 

company involved in the Waste Industry, particularly 

the design, manufacture and installation of the 

equipment required to operate transfer stations, and 

was successful in winning the contracts for all of the 

waste transfer stations now operated by W.S.N.  

Following a change in ownership I resigned and 

continued involvement as a consultant, finally retiring 

in 1994. 

 

I was a member of Rotary International for thirty-

three years and have held office on a number of 

occasions at Club and District levels, including 

President and District Secretary and was Secretary of 

a Rotary Delegation to China.  My service has been 

recognized with a Paul Harris Fellowship and 

Sapphire Pin, and I am currently an Honorary 

Member of the Rotary Clubs of Narellan and 

Liverpool. 

 

I have always enjoyed sport, being involved over the 

years in tennis, soccer, hockey and I particularly 



enjoy golf which I still play each week with my 

Rotary friends. 

 

Travel has also been of great interest, and Linda and I, 

over the past thirty years, have shared many trips.  

These have included a trip to England where we 

drove to the area from which my parents immigrated, 

trips through Europe, USA, Canada, Alaska, visits to 

Hong Kong and Lord Howe Island, driving tours of 

the South Island of New Zealand and Tasmania, 

travel on the Indian Pacific to Perth and six tours of 

Australia with Bill Peach Travel. 

 

Long distance travel no longer appeals, and I now 

prefer to stay closer to home and enjoy the company 

of Linda, my friends, my three sons and their wives, 

my nine grandchildren and 4-1/2 great-grandchildren. 

 

 

COACH TOUR:  INDUSTRY WORLD, PORT 

KEMBLA – Linda Lord 

 

48 of our Probians departed Narellan at 8.00am on 

Friday, 17 September on a lovely clear and sunny 

day, and, after a traffic-free trip, we arrived at the 

visitors centre at Port Kembla.  As we were early, we 

were ushered into the auditorium where a presentation 

DVD and brief overview was shown, then moving out 

for our morning tea.  Back onto the coach where our 

guide Howard joined us and began his very 

knowledgeable talk. 

 

The Port Kembla steelworks is Australia‟s biggest 

steelworks, capable of producing more than five 

million tonnes of steel per year in the form of steel 

slabs, hot rolled coils, plate and other products.  It 

was established in the late 1890‟s to facilitate the 

export of coal from the mines of the Illawarra region, 

and has rapidly grown to accommodate the expansion 

of its industries. 

 

Driving past trees planted as a buffer zone and to 

improve the environment, we passed through the 

northern gateway and travelled past huge stock piles 

of coal and its handling machinery, observing the 

views of the inner harbour and the ships waiting at sea 

ready for their scheduled unloading.  Then past the 

coal loading terminal until the massive grain terminal 

appears, where some of our photographers took the 

opportunity to take snaps of a Greek ship unloading. 

 

Our tour then enters the plant proper, and here we 

learn of the enormous site improvement and recycling 

programmes.  We pass between huge buildings, past 

steel products and stockpiles of raw materials and 

between blast furnaces.  The molten iron can be seen 

being tapped from the furnaces.  In 1996 the No. 6 

Blast Furnace was commissioned at a cost of $460 

million and it is the pride of Port Kembla iron 

production. 

 

We made our way to the southern inner harbour 

where we saw the coal and grain terminals from the 

other side of the harbour.  Passing huge areas of cars 

waiting to be collected by their dealerships and the 

Orica Plant, we then got a close up look at the outer 

breakwater.  We drove past Five Islands and the Port 

Kembla Primary School where we arrived at Hill 60 

which was used as a lookout during the WW11, 

disembarking and taking the opportunity of admiring 

the wonderful view and toasting ourselves in the sun. 

 

We travelled back past the 200m tall copper stack 

which is due for demolition in 2011 and driving 

through the village of Port Kembla, we arrived back 

at the visitors centre where we said farewell to our 

excellent guide.  On to the Warilla Bowls and 

Recreation Club we had a lovely buffet lunch, 

followed by our journey home, catnapping on the 

way.  An interesting and enjoyable time was had by 

all – thank you, Peter. 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 

 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland 

 

 

          
 

    “Chelsea” by Francoise Kirkland 

 

         

       
 

        “Poppies” by Joy Tracey 

 

 



 

 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

The males in our lives would be hard to please if they 

did not like the cards made especially for them at our 

last meeting.  Some bright colours for the extroverts 

and more subdued tones for the quieter ones.  It is a 

scary thought but our next meeting on 12 October will 

see us begin to make Christmas cards featuring Jolly 

Old St. Nick.  It must be time to start the shopping!!! 

 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey 
Card nights for the rest of the year will be held at the 

Harrington Park Casino on  Friday, 29 October and 

Friday, 26 November.  Contact Jeanette on 46479986. 

 

 

Happy Snappers - Ros Hodgins 

The Happy Snappers had a great time at the Train 

Museum whilst I was away and I am looking forward 

to seeing their photos on Monday, 11th October at the 

Activity Centre at 10am. 

The Gardening Group has kindly invited us to join 

them on a trip to Mount Wilson on Sunday, 24
th
 

October.  We will arrange car-pooling at our meeting 

for those who wish to attend. 

There is an art show in the city which may be worth a 

visit.  The programme is at www.artandabout.com.au 

and it runs until 24
th
 October. 

 

 

 
 

          

Ken Starkey  

Thirteen photo experts turned up at Thirlmere Rail 

Museum for a trip down memory lane, (yes …. They 

had a „Red Rattler‟) and to photograph some of the 

many static exhibits on display.  The weather was 

excellent but the fickle light inside the museum was a 

photographic challenge.  Bob Tracey, however, took 

two excellent shots of our group with Thomas. 

 

Our next meeting will be at the Activity Centre on 

Monday, 11th October at 10 am for an evaluation of 

the Glass Workshop and the Thirlmere Rail Museum 

outing.  We will also look at any silhouette photos 

taken during the year. 

Happy Snapping Everyone. 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

The gardeners are visiting the Bulli Grevillia Park on 

Saturday 25
th
 and Sunday 26

th
 September.  On 

October 24
th
 we are going to Mt. Wilson to visit the 

open gardens and to visit the Turkish Bath Museum 

…. All welcome.  Spring time is the best time of all! 

Happy Gardening. 

 

Walks /Restaurant/Theatre – Margaret Rubesa 

There was a good roll up for lunch at Raby‟s Picton 

on Monday, 20 September and everyone seemed to 

enjoy themselves. 

Thursday, 30
th
 September we will be touring Mary 

McKillop‟s House, Museum and Chapel 

Nov 25 the walking group will be continuing our 

coastal walk Bondi – Maroubra 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

At our last meeting David Llewellyn showed a video 

he had made of his trip to the Kimberley.  Thank you, 

David, for an interesting and different approach. 

 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 20
th
 October 

at 7.30pm at Park Central when Sue Kijurina will tell 

us about her experiences in Vietnam and Cambodia 

 

On Wednesday, 17 November Malcolm plans to show 

aspects of his South American trip. 

 

Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

We meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last Tuesday of the 

month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, cost is $10.00 per 

person.  Golf each Tuesday 7.30am start. 

 

Local Country Music Clubs  – Jim Burke  

See website for details including the music festivals.  

 

Tours – Peter O‟Loughlin 

Payments for outings need to be paid before, or no 

later than, the prior club meeting. Lists will be 

circulated each meeting for members to book on the 

coming tours – they are open to family and friends.  

Bus pick up is between the Library and the Town  

Centre Car Park. 

 

Payments due: 

Oct  1 Monthly Coach Trip, Joadja $50 

Nov 5  Monthly Coach Trip, Lake Bathurst $60 

Deposit $50 for Bucketts Way Holiday, 

March 2011  

Dec  3 Christmas Lunch 

Feb  4 Monthly Coach Trip 

Deposit $100 for Toowoomba Holiday, 

September 2011  

Mar  4 Membership Renewals 

http://www.artandabout.com.au/


 Balance for Bucketts Way Holiday 

Deposit $300 for Tasmania Holiday, February 

2012  

 

CALENDAR  

Weekly Events:   Golf on Tuesday 

       Art on Thursday 

 

Oct 1 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Oct 2-9 KANGAROO ISLAND 

Oct 11 Photography with Ros 

Oct 12 Card Making with Marion 

Oct 15 Coach Tour: Joadja 

Oct 20 Travel Tales 7.30m 

Oct 24 Gardening with Sue: Mount Wilson 

Oct 26 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Nov 5 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Nov 9 Card Making with Marion 

Nov 12 Photography with Ros 

Nov 17 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Nov 19 Coach Tour: Lake Bathurst 

Nov 25  WALKING GROUP:   Continuation of 

coastal walk Bondi – Maroubra  

Nov 26 Gardening with Sue 

Nov 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Dec 3 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Dec 7 Card Making with Marion 

Dec 10 Photography with Ros 

Dec 17 Christmas Lunch – Menangle House 12.30pm 

Dec 31 Macarthur Tavern 7.30pm / Catholic Club to 

view fireworks at midnight. 

 

 

 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsorship of the domain name for our 

Website for 2 years 

 

 10% off Mechanical Repairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS AN ACOUSTIC NEUROMA ? 

(VESTIBULAR SCHWANNOMA) 

 

An Acoustic Neuroma is a benign tumour that 

arises on the nerve leading from the brain to the 

inner ear.  This nerve has two parts, one part 

associated with transmitting sound and the other 

with sending balance information to the brain 

from the inner ear. 

 

The facial nerve can also be affected, numbness 

or weakness (on the tumour side).  The facial 

nerve provides motion to the muscles of facial 

expression. 

 

Acoustic Neuromas usually grow slowly over a 

period of years.  The cause is generally unknown 

and one person in 100,000 is diagnosed. 

 

The brain is not invaded by the tumour.  The 

enlarging tumour assumes a pear shape with the 

small end in the internal auditory canal, the larger 

part can press onto the brainstem.  Continued 

tumour growth may threaten neurological 

function and even LIFE.   

 

The treatment options are observation, surgical 

removal or radiation. 

 

Jan Taylor (46252124) 
 

 

 

Flickr:  Our photo viewing site 

http://flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH‟S MEETING: Frid  1 Oct. 2010 

NEXT MEETING:                     Frid  5 Nov. 2010 

                             10am  -12.00 noon          

                                                                             

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

 

http://flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan


 

 

 


